The Book of PHILEMON

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, January 2007
AUTHOR: Paul 
DATE: 62 AD 
WRITTEN FROM: A Roman prison (as Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians)
WRITTEN TO: Philemon, a Christian from Colossae, in whose home the church met (v. 2).
1. PHILEMON was a homeowner who also owned a slave named ONESIMUS.
a. Onesimus was a slave from Colossae (Colossians 4:9) who had apparently stolen from Philemon, and run away.
b. Reaching Rome, Onesimus met Paul and was converted to Christianity (v. 10). 
c. Onesimus assisted Paul (vv. 11-12, 16), and Paul urges him to return to Philemon.
2. Paul urges Philemon to receive Onesimus back and forgive him as a brother (vv. 16-17). (cf. Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13).
3. Note: the New Testament addresses itself to “masters” (see Colossians 4:1).
THEME: Receive Onesimus back: Forgiveness! (cf. Psalm 32:1; 85:23; 130:3-4; Isaiah 43:25; 55:7; Jeremiah 33:8; Ephesians 1:7; 4:32; Colossians 1;14; 3:13; 1 John 1:9; 2:12).
TONE OF THIS LETTER: This book is perhaps the most personal of all that Paul wrote! Since Onesimus could have been executed, Paul’s intercession on his behalf, on the terms of brotherhood in Christ, make this appeal very personal.
LESSONS FROM THIS LETTER:
1. An example of the mercy and grace of God toward us (compare v.18 with 2 Corinthians 5:21).
2. A lesson regarding humility (An apostle was concerned about a master-slave reconciliation)
3. A lesson concerning fulfilling obligations (Onesimus returning compare Luke 19:6-9).
4. A great lesson concerning brotherly relationships in Christ (Paul, Philemon, Onesimus).
Philemon

I. SALUTATION, verses 1-3

A. Paul’s address:
1. Paul describes himself as a “prisoner” of Jesus Christ (see also Ephesians 3:1; 4:1; 6:19-20; Philippians 1:13; Colossians 4:3).
2. Paul with Timothy, and addresses this letter to Philemon, as well as to Apphia and Archippus (perhaps Philemon’s wife and son) and the brethren who met in their home.
B. Salutation: Grace and peace.
II. PAUL’S APPEAL, verses 4-14

A. Paul’s thankfulness for Philemon, for his love and faith, vv. 4-7.
1. Paul desires Philemon’s faith to be shared powerfully!
2. Paul had great joy and consolation (comfort) in Philemon’s love for him and for Philemon’s love for the brethren.
C. Paul makes an appeal to Philemon on behalf of Onesimus, vv. 8-14
1. Onesimus had been converted by Paul while Paul was in prison.
2. Onesimus is apparently now repentant, transformed, and faithful.
3. Paul is sending him to Philemon, and urging Philemon to receive him back.
4. Notice the basis of Paul’s appeal in v. 9: love, age, imprisonment.
D. Paul describes Onesimus’ condition, vv. 15-17
1. Onesimus had left for a while, but would now return to stay.
2. Onesimus is not just a slave, but also a beloved brother and help to Paul.
*Note: Paul doesn’t call for emancipation (1 Corinthians 7:20-22), but reception!
3. Paul urges Philemon to receive Onesimus even as he would receive Paul himself.
III. PAUL’S OFFER TO PHILEMON, verses 18-22

A. Paul offers to personally make restitution to Philemon for Onesimus’ debt (cf. Numbers 5:6-8).
1. “put that one mine account” = Gk, “impute” (same word used in Romans 5:13).
2. There is a picture here of what Christ did for us! compare 2 Corinthians 5:21.
B. Paul is confident Philemon will heed his words and request.
C. Paul asks Philemon to prepare lodging (Paul is hoping to be released from prison soon, and return – see Philippians 1:25-26).

IV. CLOSING, verses 23-25

A. Greetings to Epaphras (fellow prisoner) and Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas (fellow laborers). 
B. Grace – Amen.
FORGIVENESS INVOLVES:                               THE ONE WHO FORGIVES:
1. RECEPTION, vv. 10-14.                                       1. HIS CHARACTER, vv. 4-7

2. RESTORATION, vv. 15-162.                               2. HIS ACTION, vv. 8-18

3. RESTITUTION, vv. 17-183.                                 3. HIS MOTIVATION, vv. 19-25
