PHILIPPIANS Chapter 4

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, April 2006

I. PAUL’S EXHORTATIONS, vv. 1-9

A. Paul’s conclusions, vv. 1-4:

1. “Therefore”: in view of what has just been discussed (their citizenship and the hope of the resurrection) Paul urges the Philippians to “stand fast in the Lord.”
2. The Philippians are Paul’s joy, crown, and dearly beloved.

3. He beseeches Euodias and Syntche to be “of the same mind in the Lord” (“in harmony” – compare 2:2; note that this is the closest to a rebuke found in the book!).

4. He calls upon the “true yokefellow” (perhaps Epaphroditus? 2:25) to help the women, along with Clement, who had labored with Paul.

5. On “book of life,” see Daniel 12:1; Malachi 3:16-17; Luke 10:20; Hebrews 12:22-23; Revelation 3:5; 17:8; 20:12.

6. The plea to rejoice! (compare 3:1; cf. Galatians 5:22; James 1:2; 1 Peter 1:8; 4:13). 
B. Paul’s specific exhortations, vv. 5-9

1. Let your moderation (gentleness, forbearance) be known unto all men (compare Romans 12:17; 2 Corinthians 2:21).

2. ‘The Lord is at hand” – not necessarily a reference to an imminent Second Coming, but the nearness of God’s presence (Psalm 119:151).

3. Be careful (worried, anxious) for nothing, pray about everything (see 1 Peter 5:7).

a. By prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God (consider the elements of prayer here).

b. Note Paul’s formula for conquering worry:

(1) Right praying, verses 6-7

(2) Right thinking, verse 8

(3) Right living, verse 9

4. The peace of God shall keep (“guard” – a military term, referring to God’s “watch over”) your hearts and minds (Proverbs 4:23; 23:7; 2 Corinthians 10:5; 1 Peter 1:13).

5. Think (Colossians 3:1; Matthew 12:34-3 5) on these things: things that are
a. True: real, actual (Ephesians 4:20-21; 2 Timothy 2:25).
b. Honest: noble, respectful, respectable (the sacred, instead of the profane)

c. Just: right; that which is according to God’s standard.

d. Pure: holy, free from moral defilement (Matthew 5:8)

e. Lovely: “winsome” - things that call forth love; things pleasing, amiable.

f. Of good report: things that are well-spoken of or highly regarded.

g. Virtuous: that which is morally excellent (see 1 Peter 2:9).

h. Praiseworthy: that which is worthy of praise toward God.

6. Follow the example of Paul: note 1 Corinthians 11:1 (see also Isaiah 32:17; Colossians 3:15; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; James 1:22; 3:17).

II. PAUL’S THANKFULNESS, verses 10-20

A. Paul’s rejoicing, v. 10: Paul is grateful to the Philippians for their love and gifts.

B. Paul’s contentment (“self-sufficiency; independence): regardless of circumstances, vv. 11-12.

C. Paul’s assurance: “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me”, v. 13

*CHRIST is Paul’s sufficiency! (compare John 15:4-5; 2 Corinthians 9:8; 12:9-10; Ephesians 3:16-17; Colossians 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:12; 1 Timothy 6:6-8; Hebrews 13:5).
D. The Philippians material (financial) support of Paul, vv. 14-18

1. “Communicated” = from Greek for “fellowship”: in the matter of “giving and receiving” (financial support), the Philippians had helped support Paul, and thus had fellowship (partnership) with him in his ministry (see 2 Corinthians 8:1-5).

2. Paul’s desire was not for the money, but for what could be accomplished because of it (“fruit that may abound...” – Gk word for “fruit” can be translated “profit”).

3. What the Philippians had sent, by means of Epaphroditus, Paul calls “an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God” – it is a sacrifice, worship! (an allusion to such passages as Genesis 8:20-21; Exodus 29:18; 30:1-8; Leviticus 1:9, 13, 17; Ezekiel 20:41).
E. God’s care for the Philippians, vv. 19-20

1. “God shall supply” (see Matthew 6:24-33): And notice the personal touch: “My”
2. “riches in glory” – compare James 1:17

III. CLOSING, vv. 21-23

A. Salute every saint: greetings!

B. “Caesar’s household”: Nero (54-68) is Caesar at the time.

