GREAT LESSONS FROM PHILIPPIANS

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, April 2006
1. The importance of CHRIST

a. The SOURCE of spiritual fruit: 1:11

b. The THEME of preaching: 1:18

c. The MOTIVE of service: 1:20-21

d. The EXAMPLE of humility and obedience: 2:5-11

e. The OBJECT of fellowship: 3:7-14

f. The HOPE for the Christian: 3:20-21

g. The STRENGTH of believers: 4:13

h. The MEANS of supply: 4:19

2. The importance of KNOWING CHRIST: 3:7-11: His PERSON, His POWER, His PASSION.

3. The importance of JOY: 3:1; 4:4,10-12

a. We can rejoice in: prayer (1:4), preaching Christ (1:18), faith (1:25), godly living (2:1-2), sacrifice and service (2:16-18), fellowship (2:24-30), the Lord (3:1; 4:4), worshipping God (3:3), whatsoever state or condition (4:10-12). 
b. JOY (4:4): The COMMAND, the SPHERE, the TIME, the EMPHASIS (“again...”).

4. The importance of the GOSPEL

a. Fellowship: 1:5
b. Confirmation and furtherance: 1:12

c. Defense: 1:17

d. Life and faith: 1:27
e. Service: 2:22
f. Laboring: 4:3
g. Spreading: 4:15
5. The EXAMPLE of HUMBLING and then EXALTATION: Jesus Christ!
a. From heaven to a stable: 2:6-7 (cf. Luke 2:7,12)

b. From the crib to Calvary to the grave: 2:7-8 (cf. Galatians 4:4-5; Hebrews 4:15) 
c. From the grave to glory: 2:9-11 (cf. Acts 4:12; Hebrews 1:8)

6. The Christian’s IDENTIFICATION with Christ: 
a. Found in Christ: 3:9 
b. Fellowship with Christ: 3:10 
c. Faithful for Christ: 3:14 
d. Fruitful through Christ: 3:15-17 
e. Fashioned like Christ: 3:20-21

7. The WORK of God in the Christian: Commenced (1:6), Continued (2:13), Completed (3:21).

8. A CHAPTER OUTLINE focusing on Christ:

Chapter 1: Christ is the PURPOSE of life (1:21). 
Chapter 2: Christ is the PATTERN of life (2:5). 
Chapter 3: Christ is the PRIZE of life (3:14). 
Chapter 4: Christ is the POWER of life (4:13).
