The Book of PHILIPPIANS

Introduction & Chapter 1

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, February 2006

AUTHOR & DATE:  Paul, 61-62 AD


PLACE OF WRITING:  a Roman prison (1:13; 4:22), where he also wrote Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon. 

CITY OF PHILIPPI

1. Philippi was a small city in the region of eastern Macedonia (today, northeastern Greece), founded by King Philip II of Macedonia (the father of Alexander the Great) about 360 BC (Philip was interested in the gold mines in the nearby mountains).

2. It became a Roman colony in 168 BC (Acts 16:12), and occupied a strategic military location – the important Roman road Via Egnatia went through Philippi.

3. An important battle was held at Philippi in 42 BC, in which the forces of Antony and Octaivan defeated the forces of Brutus and Cassius, which marked the end of the Roman Republic and the beginning of the Roman Empire (Octavian was later named emperor Caesar Augustus in 29 BC, having defeated Antony and Cleopatra at the battle of Actium in 31 BC – see Luke 2:1).

4. A Roman colony, Philippi had the same legal status as Italian cities, her people citizens.

THE CHURCH AT PHILIPPI:  for the background, see Acts 16:9-40

(the establishment of the church at Philippi marks the beginning of the gospel going into Europe)

1. The church was established during Paul’s second missionary journey.

2. The church had sent money to Paul at least two times prior to his writing this letter (4:16), and then sent Epaphroditus with another gift; this letter is, among other things,  Paul’s “thank you” note to them.

THEME:  Gratitude, admonition, and joy (the Greek word for “joy” appears all through the book:  see 1:4, 18, 25; 2:2, 17-18, 28-29; 3:1; 4:1, 4, 10).

CHAPTER OUTLINE OF PHILIPPIANS

Chapter 1:  JOY IN SUFFERING


Chapter 3:  JOY IN PRAYER


Chapter 2:  JOY IN SERVICE


Chapter 4:  JOY IN CONTENTMENT

PHILIPPIANS Chapter 1

I.  GREETING, 1:1-2
A. Address:

1.  Paul and Timothy = “servants of Jesus Christ” (literally, “slaves”– see 1 Cor. 6:19-20; compare also Romans 1:1; Titus 1:1; James 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1; Jude 1).

2. To the saints at Philippi ( saints = “hagios,” meaning “those set apart, sanctified, made holy” – all Christians are “saints” – see Acts 9:13, 32, 41; 26:10; Romans 1:7; 3:27; 12:13; 15:25-26, 31; 16:2, 15; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 6:1-2; 14:33; 16:1, 15; 2 Corinthians 1:1; 8:4; 9:12; 13:13; Ephesians 1:1, 15, 18; 2:19; 3:8, 18; 4:12; 5:3; 6:18; Philippians 4:21-22; Colossians 1:2, 4, 12, 26; 1 Thessalonians 3:13; 2 Thessalonians 1:10; 1 Timothy 5:10; Philemon 5, 7; Hebrews 6:10; 13:24; Jude 3, 14; Revelation 5:8; 8:3-4; 11:18; 13:7, 10; 14:12; 15:3; 16:6; 17:6; 18:24; 19:8; 20:9) 
3. With the bishops and deacons (elders / shepherds / pastors and servants).

B. The salutation:  GRACE...PEACE.

II.  PAUL’S THANKS, 1:3-7

A. Paul thanked God for the Philippians:  for every remembrance and in every prayer!

B. They had been partakers with Paul in his endeavors.

1. Note their “fellowship” – compare 4:16.

2. Paul was sure that God would continue to work among them.
3. Paul had these brethren in his heart:  they had “partaken” with Paul both in his bonds (imprisonment) and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel (both legal terms).

III.  PAUL’S PRAYER, 1:8-11

A. Paul had a great longing for the Philippians.

B. Paul prays for their love, knowledge, judgment, approval, sincerity, and fruits of righteousness.

IV.  PAUL’S DESIRE, 1:12-30

A. Paul’s persecutions, vv. 12-14:

1. They had accomplished good, as Paul had been used mightily by God.

2. “Palace” – a reference to the Praetorian Imperial Guard (9,000 Roman soldiers) – they had heard the gospel through the imprisonment of Paul.
3. His sufferings had produced increased boldness in others.

a. “bold” = Gk, TOLMAO, to dare or venture to do something difficult; to be courageous; “boldness” is fearlessness which is founded in confidence.

b. On the importance of boldness, see Acts 4:13, 29, 31; 9:27, 29; 13:46; 14:3; 18:26; Ephesians 6:19-20; 1 Thessalonians 2:2; 1 Timothy 3:13.

B. Paul’s rejoicings, vv. 15-18:  

1. Some preached Christ through envy, strife, or good will – differing motivations!

2. Paul was just thankful the gospel was being preached, for he was “set for the defense of the gospel” (see Jude 3).

C. Paul’s desires, vv. 19-30:

1. Paul wanted Christ to be magnified in him – whether by his life or by his death.

2. Paul desired to “be with Christ,” but knew his continued life / work would benefit them.  

3. Paul wanted the Philippians to demonstrate a life worthy of the gospel!

4. Paul desired they stand together in one spirit and one mind (see 1 Corinthians 1:10-13).

5. Paul wanted the Philippians to continue to belief on Christ, and also be willing to suffer with Him if necessary (see Matthew 5:10-12; Acts 5:41; James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 4:12-16). 

