PROVERBS Lesson 4
Chapters 8 – 9

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, February 2009

Chapters 8 & 9:  Wisdom & Folly Contrasted

I. CHAPTER 8
A.  The CRY of wisdom, 8:1-5


1.  Wisdom cries – calls out!


2.  A plea to the simple and fools.

B.  The VIRTUES of wisdom, 8:6-9

C.  The VALUE of wisdom, 8:10-21


1.  Wisdom’s associates:  instruction, knowledge, prudence, counsel, understanding, 

     strength, riches, honor, fruit.


2.  The personification of wisdom:  note that which God, through wisdom, hates God loves.


3.  For an illustration of all this, compare 1 Kings 3:12-14; 10:14-29
D.  The ETERNITY of wisdom, 8:22-31


1.  Wisdom has existed as long as God (eternally).


2.  Note the parallels with creation:



a.  EARTH:  day 1 (Genesis 1:1-5).



b.  WATER:  day 2 (Genesis 1:6-8).



c.  LAND:  day 3 (Genesis 1:9-13).

E.  The MAN of wisdom, 8:32-36

II. CHAPTER 9

A.  WISDOM and the wise, 9:1-12


1.  The description of wisdom’s activities:  builded, hewn, killed, mingled, furnished, sent 

     forth, crieth.


2.  Wise people receive reproof with appreciation; not so scorners!

B.  FOLLY and the foolish, 9:13-18

1. Foolish woman:  “clamorous” (loud, boisterous).

2. The foolish woman entices with the attractions of things forbidden!

