PROVERBS Lesson 1
Introduction and Chapter 1
Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, January 2009

INTRODUCTION:

A.  TITLE:  “Proverbs” – from the Hebrew word MASCHAL, meaning “to be like,” “similar,” or “to stand for”  – it involves a parallel, a description by way of comparison.  

1.  Proverbs contains “rules” to govern our life on earth:  “How to have a good life.”

2.  “Laws of heaven for life upon earth” in short, pithy sayings.

3.  This is one of the POETICAL books in the Old Testament, but is also WISDOM
     literature (as Job, many of the Psalms, and Ecclesiastes).
4. Proverbs not only includes maxims, but also teaches truth by means of history, riddle, 
fable, parable, metaphor, and satire.
B.  THEME:  wisdom (the word occurs over 100 times in the book).

C.  PURPOSE:  to teach us the fear of the Lord and give us wisdom in our daily walk of life.

D.  WRITERS:

1.  Solomon – he spoke 3,000 proverbs (1 Kings 4:32) and his wisdom was a gift of God 

(1 Kings 3:4-15; 4:29-34); Solomon’s proverbs include chapters 1-24.


2.  Scribes in Hezekiah’s time, chapters 25-29.

E.  DATE:  circa 950-700 BC

F.  A COMPARISON between PSALMS & PROVERBS


PSALMS


PROVERBS

Devotion


Duty


Knees bowed in prayer
Feet walking in piety

Praise



Practice


Acknowledging God

Living for God

G.  SUBJECTS:  Some of the subjects included in Proverbs are wisdom, sin, goodness, poverty, 

the tongue, pride, humility, justice, vengeance, love, lust, laziness, family, friends, life, death, gluttony, strife, relationships.

H.  PROVERBS & THE NEW TESTAMENT:  Compare the following verses:

1.  Proverbs 3:7 and 26:12 with Romans 12:16


2.  Proverbs 3:11-12 with Hebrews 12:5-6


3.  Proverbs 3:34 with James 4:6 and 1 Peter 5:5


4.  Proverbs 4:26 with Hebrews 12:13


5.  Proverbs 10:12 with 1 Peter 4:8 and James 5:20


6.  Proverbs 11:31 with 1 Peter 4:18


7.  Proverbs 25:21-22 with Romans 12:20


8.  Proverbs 26:11 with 2 Peter 2:22


*Also note Jesus’ comparison with Solomon in Matthew 12:42 and Luke 11:31

I.  OUTLINE OF THE BOOK

I. INTRODUCTION, 1:1-7

II. THE EXCELLENCE OF WISDOM, 1:8 – 9:19

III. THE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON, 10:1 – 24:34

IV. THE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON BY HEZEKIAH’S MEN, 25:1 – 29:27

V. THE WORDS OF AGUR, 30:1-33

VI. THE WORDS OF LEMUEL, 31:1-19

VII. THE GODLY WOMAN, 31:10-31

CHAPTER 1

I.  AUTHOR:  Solomon, 1:1


For biographical information about Solomon, read 1 Kings 1-11 and 2 Chronicles 2-9

II. THE PURPOSE & THEME OF THE BOOK, 1:2-7

A.  Purpose – Some key words:


1.  Wisdom:  Heb, HOKHMAH = “moral and religious intelligence” – the knowledge of God 

      and His way as it concerns the affairs of life.

2.  Instruction:  discipline; chastisement

3.  Understanding:  to distinguish between right and wrong

4.  Justice:  righteousness; right conduct
5.  Judgment:  right conduct in relation to others
6.  Equity:  moral rightness 

7.  Subtilty:  prudence; the ability to keep oneself from being mislead
8.  Knowledge:  from verb meaning “to know”
9.  Discretion:  the ability to decide the right course of action
B.  A wise man:


1.  Will hear, increase learning, attain unto wise counsels (compare Matthew 7:24-27).

2.  Will seek to understand a proverb and the interpretation

C.  The beginning (“the principle or chief part”) of knowledge, v. 7:

1. The fear of the Lord (compare Job 28:28; Psalm 111:10; Ecclesiastes 12:13).
a.  Reverence, awe.
b.  True knowledge must begin with acknowledgement of God!

2.  Fools (a word meaning “thick” or “dull”) despise wisdom and instruction.
III. AVOIDING BAD COMPANY, 1:8-19

A.  The admonition: to hear the instruction of one’s father and not forsake the law of one’s mother.


1.  Fathers:  see Exodus 12:26-27; Deuteronomy 6:6-8; Ephesians 6:4

2.  Mothers:  Proverbs says more about mothers than any other Bible book (see 31:10-31).


3.  This instruction and law are beautiful ornaments!

B.  If sinners entice:


1.  Do not consent - do not walk in their way.


2.  The description here is of a roving band of robbers and evil men who corrupt society.
IV. HEEDING WISDOM, 1:20-33

A.  The description of wisdom:

1.  She cries – utters her voice (wisdom personified – cf. 3:15-19; 8:1-36; 9:1-6; 24:1-34).
2. The warning against “simplicity” ( “foolishness”):  the foolish are mislead, scoffing, 

scornful, contemptuous, and arrogant.
B.  The consequences of rejecting God’s wisdom:


1.  The rejection of God brings rejection from God.


2.  God does not promise to hear or answer those who reject Him (compare 15:9; 28:19; Job 

     27:9; 1 Samuel 8:18; Isaiah 1:15; Micah 3:4; Psalm 66:18; John 9:31; 1 Peter 3:12; 

     1 John 3:22).

3.  Those who reject God will bear the consequences (Galatians 6:7-8).
C.  The one who hearkens to God:


1.  Shall dwell safely.


2.  Shall be quiet from fear of evil (free from the dread of evil)
