STUDIES IN THE PSALMS, Lesson 4

Psalms 14 – 17

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, October 2007
I.  PSALM 14
A. This is a psalm of David expressing LAMENTATION.

B. Outline:

1. David laments the moral corruption of the human race, 14:1-6

a. “fool” (v. 1), Heb. NABAL = morally perverse; vile; “brutish” like a stubborn animal; “fool” doesn’t mean one not mentally competent, but rather one not morally competent.

b. Notice the corruption of those who reject God (cf. 36:1-4; see also Romans 1:18-28; 2 Peter 3:5) – the heart, mind, will, and actions that all become corrupt.

c. Consider the folly of atheism (and the characteristics of “practical atheism”).

d. None doeth good:  the universal sinfulness of man (see Romans 3:10-12).

2. David longs for Israel’s salvation out of Zion, 14:7

(compare Isaiah 2:2-3 with Luke 24:46-47; Psalm 53:6; 85:1-2).

*Note:  Psalm 14 is almost identical to Psalm 53.

II.  PSALM 15

A. This is a psalm of David DESCRIBING THE RIGHTEOUS.

B. Outline:

1. Notice the description of the godly man who seeks God’s presence and obeys God’s commandments:

a. Walks uprightly and works righteousness (Psalm 1:1-2).

b. Speaks the truth in his heart (Ephesians 4:15).

c. Doesn’t backbite (slander) with his tongue (Leviticus 19:16).

d. Doesn’t do evil to his neighbor, or take a reproach against him (Psalm 28:3).

e. Knows the vile person is “contemned” (despised – see 10:13).

f. Honors the one who fears the Lord (15:4; 119:63).

g. “Swears” to his own hurts (is willing to hurt himself, rather than be false).

h. Doesn’t put out money to usury (Jews didn’t charge other Jews interest – see Exodus 22:25; 23:7-8; Leviticus 25:35-46; Deuteronomy 23:20; 24:10-13).

i. Doesn’t take reward against the innocent (doesn’t accept bribes – see Deuteronomy 10:17-18; 27:25; 2 Chronicles 19:5-7).

Note:  Compare also Isaiah 33:15-16 and Micah 6:8.

2. This man “shall never be moved”:  he is firmly grounded, unshaken and unshakeable.
III.  PSALM 16

A. This is a psalm (song) of David expressing TRUST.

B. Outline:

1. David expresses trust in the Lord in life, 16:1-8

a. David delights in God and in the people of God!

b. Note the use of the word “my” – personal delight in the things of God.

c. The “sorrows” of false religion.

2. David expresses trust in the Lord in death, 16:9-11

a. “My flesh shall rest in hope” – for death is not the end!  (compare Luke 24:28-42; John 20:19-29; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 John 3:1-3).

b. “hell” = SHEOL = “the grave” (Genesis 37:35).

*Notice these words used as prophecy of Christ’s resurrection:  Acts 2:25-31; 13:35

IV.  PSALM 17
A. This is a psalm of David which is a PRAYER (see also 17, 86, 90, 102, 142) and a LAMENT.

B. Outline:

1. David describes himself as upright, 17:1-5

a. He asks God to her his prayer (see 1 Peter 3:12).

b. God had “proved” and “tried” David (as He does all men!).

c. Through God’s Word, David had kept himself “from the paths of the destroyer” (see 119:11, 104, 128).

2. David asks God for protection from wicked men, 17:6-14

a. The enemy had surrounded David (see 1 Samuel 23:19-29).

b. David asks for God to defeat his enemies.

c. “enclosed in their own fat” – the picture is of the conscience covered over with fat, thereby calloused and closed (compare 73:1-9; 119:70; Isaiah 6:10; Matthew 13:15; 1 Timothy 4:2; 1 John 3:17).

3. David’s hope, 17:15

a. David has the prospect of a glorious future:  life after death – seeing God’s face and sharing His likeness (see Philippians 3:20-21; 1 John 3:1-3)!

b. “Awake” is a metaphor for resurrection (see 2 Kings 4:31; Job 14:12, 14; 26:19; Daniel 12:2; John 11:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

