STUDIES IN THE PSALMS, Lesson 5

Psalms 18 – 21

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, October 2007
I.  PSALM 18

A. This psalm of David expresses PRAISE and VICTORY.

B. Outline:

1. David’s description of God, 18:1-3

a. Loving God, Who is rock, fortress (stronghold), deliverer, strength, buckler (shield), horn (strength – see Deut. 33:17; 1 Kings 22:11; Luke 1:69), high tower.

b. Call upon the Lord – He is worthy of praise! 

2. God’s deliverance described, 18:4-19

3. God’s reward according to righteousness, 18:20-30

4. God’s victory, 18:31-48

5. David’s praise for God, 18:49-50

NOTE:  This Psalm is practically identical to 2 Samuel 22, which was written after the death of King Saul and the establishment of David as King of Israel.  David’s overall victory over his enemies and his coronation as God’s King are victories which are celebrated.

II.  PSALM 19

A. This psalm of David expresses PRAISE and describes God’s CREATION.

B. Outline:

1. The revelation of God in nature, 19:1-6

a. “heavens” – the sphere of planets, stars, solar system, etc.

b. “firmament” = the expanse of the sky stretching above the earth.

c. Day, night, etc. – the working of the universe declares the existence of God – creation “speaks” and acknowledges God (see Acts 14:14-18; 17:22-31; Romans 1:18-23; 10:1-15).

d. God speaks to the inhabitants of the earth by means of His creation – that which is made declares there has been a Maker (see Hebrews 3:4).

2. The revelation of God in the Word of God, 19:7-11

a. God made the world by means of His Word (see Genesis 1; Psalm 33:9, 11; 148:8; Hebrews 11:3).

b. “Law” = Hebrew TORAH = instruction; teaching; direction.

c. “Testimony” = the Ten Commandments (Exodus 25:21), and by extension, all that God written which bears witness of Him (2 Timothy 3:15; Proverbs 2).

d. “Statutes” = God’s detailed instructions.

e. “Commandment” = literally, “that which God has appointed” – that is, what God has enjoined and what God has forbidden.

f. “Fear” = reverence, respect, awe

g. “Judgments” = ordinances; verdicts – literally, “the decisions of a Judge” – God passes judge on conduct and behavior. 

3. Prayer for God’s help, 19:12-14

a. “secret faults” – provision was made for sins committed through ignorance (see Leviticus 4; 5:17; Numbers 15:22-29).

b. “presumptuous sins” – sins originating from pride and rebellion (compare Numbers 15:30-36; Deuteronomy 17:12-13).

c. David desires both mouth and heart to be acceptable with God.

III.  PSALM 20
A. This is a ROYAL psalm of David, asking God’s help for the KING.

B. Outline:

1. The people pray for the king, 20:1-5

2. Trust in God for victory, 20:1-9

IV.  PSALM 21
A. This is a psalm of David and expresses ROYAL THANKSGIVING.

B. Outline:

1. God established David’s kingdom, 21:1-7

a. The people and their king thank God for what He has done for them.

b. This Psalm is a declaration of faith in God (Hebrews 11:1, 6).

2. God is responsible for the people’s victory, 21:8-13

a. God actively works on behalf of His people.

b. God’s greatness is praised!

