STUDIES IN THE PSALMS, Lesson 3

Psalms 9 - 13

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, October 2007
I.  PSALM 9

A. This is a psalm of David expressing THANKS for victories.

B. Outline:

1. David praises the Lord for destroying the wicked, 9:1-10

2. David calls upon God to destroy the wicked and deliver the righteous, 9:11-20.

*Note verse 17:  All nations and individuals stand before God, and give account – God punishes wicked men and brings wicked nations to destruction (compare Matthew 11:20-24; Daniel 2:20-21; 4:25; Psalm 75:6-7; Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17).
II.  PSALM 10
A. This is a psalm of David expressing LAMENTATION.

B. Outline:

1. David describes the ungodliness of the wicked who oppress others, 10:1-11

a. Sometimes it seems as if God is “afar off” as the wicked continue.

b. Note the description of the wicked:  prideful, boastful, won’t seek after God, God is not in his thoughts, grievous ways, evil mouth, plots wrong, thinks he can operate in secret.
2. David asks God to remember the humble and destroy the wicked, 10:12-16

3. David is confident God hears him, 10:17-18

III.  PSALM 11

A. This is a psalm of David expressing TRUST.

B. Outline:

1. David is faced with the temptation to flee before the wicked, 11:1-3

a. “bird” – compare 55:6-7 with Isaiah 40:31.

b. We should flee from temptation (Genesis 39:11-13; 2 Timothy 2:22), but never from responsibility (Nehemiah 6:10-11; 1 Corinthians 15:58; Ephesians 6:10 ff.).

c. It is essential that “the foundations” be firm – if they are shaken, the righteous must rebuild thereon (compare Matthew 7:24-27; 1 Corinthians 3:10-11 – see also examples such as 1 Samuel 12 and Ezra 3).

2. But David trusts in God who loves the righteous, 11:4-7

a. The Lord is in His holy Temple!

b. His eyes behold the children of men!

*The background of this Psalm may be Saul’s attempt to kill David 

(see 1 Samuel 18:5-12 and 19:1-10; etc.).

IV.  PSALM 12

A. This is a psalm of David expressing LAMENTATION.

B. Outline:

1. David describes the wicked words of wicked men, 12:1-5

2. David trusts in the true words of the Lord, 12:6-8

NOTE:  Verses 6-7 describe the PRESERVATION OF GOD’S WORD – a vital subject! Compare 2 Kings 10:10; Psalm 33:11; 100:5; 119:89, 160; Isaiah 40:8; Matthew 24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33; John 10:35; 1 Peter 1:23-25.

V.  PSALM 13

A. This is a psalm of David expressing LAMENTATION.

B. Outline:

1. David laments oppression from his enemies and asks God’s deliverance, 13:1-4

a. If one is without God, the situation is misery!

b. In the face of enemies, one is dependent on God.

2. David praises God for His deliverance, 13:5-6

a. Note the contrast in verse 5 with verses 1-4:  “But”!

b. David trusts in God’s mercy, salvation, and bountiful care.

NOTE:  This Psalm was also probably written when David was being pursued by

King Saul (see 1 Samuel 20:3).  David expresses his inward struggle, the outward danger of his foes, and the upward look of his faith.  Compare Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 1:2-11 and 4:8-10.

