REVELATION Chapter 22

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, June 2002

INTRODUCTION:  We have seen the saints of God as they enjoy their victory over their persecutors.  In chapter 21 we saw the church as the city of God, COMFORTED, PROVIDED FOR, and PROTECTED.  The thought continues in chapter 22; thus we see the church in chapters 21 and 22 as the OVERCOMING VICTOR!
I.  THE PROECTION OF THE CITY DESCRIBED, vv. 1-5

A.  The river of the water of life proceeds out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.

B.  The tree of life is there on both sides of the river.

1. There is continual fruit-bearing, and the leaves of the tree are for healing.

2. God’s holy city can now extend healing to the nations.

C.  There is no more curse (compare Genesis 12:1-3).

1. The throne of God is there, with the Lamb therein.

2. His servants shall serve the Lamb; they shall see His face and wear His name.
3. There is no more darkness – they reign with God!
II.  THE ANGEL CONFIRMS THE MESSAGE AS TRUTH, vv. 6-10

A.  God had sent His angel to show unto His servants things which must shortly be done (1:1,3).

1. Jesus is coming quickly – WHY IS HE COMING?  What will be poured out?  

THE WRATH OF GOD!

2. John falls down to worship the angel, and is rebuked:  “WORSHIP GOD”

B.  John is instructed not to seal up the Book, for the “time is at hand” (compare 1:1, 3; 22:6)

III.  JUDGMENT IS HERE: EACH WILL RECEIVE ACCORDINGLY, vv.11-15

A.  The vengeance of God is about to be poured out – it will find people as they are!

1. Unjust – unjust still.

2. Filthy – filthy still.

3. Righteous – righteous still.

4. Holy – holy still.

B.  Jesus is coming quickly!

1. Purpose?  To give every man according to his works.

2. Blessed are those who keep God’s commandments:  they shall eat of the tree of life and enter into the city!
3. Separation:  those “without” are … dogs, sorcerers, whoremongers, idolaters, liars
NOTE:  on “first and last” compare Revelation 1:8, 11, 17, 18, 22

IV.  JESUS PROCLAIMS BLESSING FOR THE CHURCHES, vv. 16-21

A.  The reason for His coming is to inform the churches:  He is the root and offspring of David, the bright and morning star.

B.  Others may want to come:  

1.  The Spirit and bride say come.

2. Those that hear and those athirst may come.

3. Whosoever will – let him take the water of life!

C.  Warning about this revelation:  Do not add!  Do not take away!


(Compare Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 5:28-33; Proverbs 30:5-6).

D.  CLOSING:

1. Jesus says He is coming quickly!

2. John earnestly desires Him to come.

3. “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  Amen.”

