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Chapters 3 – 4
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I. RUTH’S MAKES HER APPEAL TO BOAZ, chapter 3
A. Naomi’s Advise To Ruth, vv. 1-5

1. “rest” – a settled spot, a home.

2. “winnoweth” – thresh, vs. 2

a) Threshing was often done in the evening due to there generally being a breeze during this time.

3. “uncover his feet, and lay thee down” – This was the accepted way for Ruth to make her claim on Boaz as her near kinsman.

4. See also Deuteronomy 25:5f about Levirate Marriage.

B. Ruth Speaks To Boaz, vv. 6-13

1. “merry” – not intoxicated, but a feeling of well being after the meal.

2. Note: Ruth lay at his feet, not at his side, vv. 7-8

a) afraid – startled

3. “spread therefore thy skirt” – lit. “spread thy wing”. A reference to providing for and protecting, vs. 9. Compare Psalm 91:4; Matthew 23:37
What we see here is a request for honorable marriage.

4. There is a nearer kinsman than Boaz to whom this responsibility falls to, vs. 12.

a) Note the great honor and integrity of Boaz.

b) We also see a possible reason for no earlier advances on the part of Boaz.

5. If the nearer kinsman will not keep his part, Boaz will. This he promises with an oath, vs. 13.

C. Ruth Returns To Naomi, vv. 14-18

1. “rose up before one could know another” – Up before daybreak, vs. 14

2. The further kindness of Boaz, vs. 15.

3. “Who art thou”- Naomi is asking of the result of Ruth’s encounter, i.e. “Are you the wife of Boaz?”, vs. 16.

4. “Sit still” – be at ease, vs. 18.

Naomi assures Ruth Boaz will make haste to do the right thing.

II. RUTH MARRIES BOAZ, chapter 4
A. Boaz Approaches The Kinsman, vv. 1-8

1. “went Boaz up to the gate” – This was not only the logical place to find his kinsman, but also during this time it was a public forum and place for legal transactions, vs. 1. See Deuteronomy 21:19-21; Joshua 20:4
2. “elders” – leading citizens. Boaz makes this into a legal court, vs. 2

3. “advertise” – to reveal, disclose, vs. 4.

a) “redeem” – Boaz makes known the kinsman’s obligation. 

See Leviticus 25:25

b) The kinsman agrees to redeem Naomi’s property.

4. Boaz explains that a foreign wife is included in the redemption, vs. 5

5. The kinsman changes his mind and declines his privilege, vs. 6.

6. A custom of this time is explained, vs. 7.

a) Compare Deuteronomy 25:7-9
B. Boaz Assumes The Role Of The Near Kinsman, vv. 9-12

1. Boaz announces his acquisition of Naomi’ property, vs. 9.

2. Boaz also announces he will marry Ruth, vs. 10.

a) “purchase” – to procure

3. The witnesses pronounce a blessing, vs. 11.

C. Ruth Bears A Son, vv. 13-17

1. “the Lord gave her conception” – A gift of God, vs. 13. See Genesis 33:5
2. “kinsman” – This is referring to Obed, not Boaz, vs. 14.

3. “became nurse” – Cared for him as her own,  vs. 16.

4. Obed – “The Serving One”

D. The Ancestry of David, vv. 18-22.

