THE BOOK OF RUTH, Lesson One
Introduction & Chapters 1 – 2
Jerry D. Sturgill, church of Christ, Sunday Morning Bible Study, January 2006

Introduction:
THE BOOK OF RUTH. 
A. The name of the book is taken from the main character, a Moabitess who married an Israelite and later married Boaz.
B. One of two books of the Bible that bear the name of women. (Ruth & Esther)

C. Ruth is the Great-grandmother of David (4:17-22) and an ancestor of Jesus.

AUTHOR: Who penned the book is unknown. (Some believe Samuel). Because “all scripture is given of inspiration of God” we are confident of the author – God.

DATE WRITTEN: After the birth of David, most likely during his reign (about 1010-970 BC).
DATE OF THE EVENTS: During the time of the Judges, 1:1 (approx. 1370 – 1050 BC)

THEME:  Love & Loyalty
PURPOSE: To show that all, regardless of nationality, who put their faith and obedience in Jehovah would be accepted to Him.

The book also serves as a “connecting link” in the chain of Christ’s ancestors, 4:18-22.

CHAPTER 1

I. INTO A FAR COUNTRY, vv. 1-5
A. A certain man takes his family and leaves Bethlehem-judah (because of a famine) to live in Moab, vs. 1

1. Moab – Descendent of Lot by his eldest daughter, Genesis 19:37-38.

B. The sojourn at Moab, vv. 2-5.
1. Elemelech – “my God is king”

2. Naomi – “pleasant, sweet”

3. Mahlon – “joy”

4. Chilion – “ornament”

C. Ephrathites – An older name of inhabitants of Bethlehem, vs. 2. (cf. Genesis 35:19)
D. Elemelech dies, vs. 3

E. The two sons marry, vs. 4.

1. Orpah – “gazelle”

2. Ruth – “rose”

F. After about ten years the sons die (Mahlon & Chilion) leaving Naomi with her daughters-in-law, Orpah & Ruth, vv. 4-5.
II. THE RETURN TO BETHLEHEM, vv. 6-22
A. The famine is over and Naomi decides to return to Bethlehem, vs. 6
1. the Lord had visited – Blessing came from God. God given the glory.
B. The daughters-in-law travel part of the way with Naomi, then Naomi wishes for girls to return home to their mothers, vv. 7-9

C. But the daughters-in-law still want to go with Naomi, vs. 10.

D. Naomi presses further the girls need to return, vv. 11-13.
(The daughters-in-law have a choice to make)

E. Orpah chooses to return to her people and her gods, vv. 14-15.

F. Ruth is determined to stay with Naomi, vv. 16-18.
1. Ruth not only chooses between going home or following Naomi, but also chooses to follow Jehovah rather than the gods of the Moabites (Chemosh, Moloch, Baal-peor).

2. Note what a great influence Naomi has been.

G. Arrival at Bethlehem, vv. 19-22.

1. Mara – “bitter”. Cf. Exodus 15:23

2. Naomi is not discarding her name, but commenting on her circumstances.

Chapter 2

III. RUTH MEETS BOAZ, chapter 2
A. Ruth goes to the fields to glean grain, vv. 1-7. See Leviticus 19:9-10

1. Boaz – “son of strength”

2. hap – “lot”. We see here the providence of God at work.
3. Boaz notices Ruth and inquires about her, vs. 5.
4. The man in charge answers, vv. 6-7. 
B. Boaz speaks to Ruth, vv. 8-14.

1. Boaz encourages her to glean only in his field, vs. 8

2. Boaz shows Ruth great kindness, vv. 9-14.
C. Boaz ensures Ruth is provided for, vv. 15-17

1. Ephah = ¾ Bushel (+ / -) 

D. Ruth returns to Naomi, vv. 18-23

1. “hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead” – By caring for their widows.
2. next kinsman – Heb. “go-el”. Lit. “to do the part of a kinsman”, redeem.
1) The redeemer could:

a. Marry a deceased relative’s childless widow:

See Ruth 3:12; 4:1, 6, & 8; (cf. Deut 25:5f.)

b. Purchase a loved one from slavery:

See Lev. 25:47-55

c. Buy back a kinsman’s property that had passed from the family: See Lev. 25:23-25 (cf. Ruth 4:3-4)
d. Avenge the blood of the nearest relative:

See Genesis 9:5; Numbers 35:9-34; Joshua 20:3ff.

