The Book of RUTH

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, February 2006

INTRODUCTION

AUTHOR:  Unknown (but possibly Samuel)

DATE:  about 1000 B.C.

(Note:  the events in the book took place during the period of the Judges, 1:1 – but the book was obviously written some time later, perhaps during the reign of David, see 4:6-8, 17-22).

THEME:  Love and Loyalty

PURPOSE:  

1. To show a beautiful picture of familial love!

2. To demonstrate that a Gentile (Ruth) could be a believer in the One True God.

3. To show the sovereignty of God in caring for His people.

4. To provide further information about the genealogy of David, and thus of Christ

(compare Matthew 1:3-6 and Luke 3:31-32; significantly, there is Gentile blood in the line of the One who would be the Savior of all mankind!).

*This book was read by the Jews at the Feast of Pentecost each year.

I.  RUTH'S BACKGROUND, Chapter 1
A. We are introduced to some of the key persons in the book,  verses 1-5

1. A certain man, ELIMELECH, had left his home in Bethlehem-Judah (because of famine) and traveled to Moab.

2. His wife’s name was NAOMI, his sons were Mahlon and Chilion, and their wives were ORPAH and RUTH.

3. Elimelech and his sons die, leaving Naomi alone with her two daughters-in-law.

B. Naomi determines to return to her homeland, verses 6-18

1. She invites here daughters-in-law to return to their mothers home.

2. Orpah departs, but Ruth is determined to stay with Naomi (note the attachment between this daughter-in-law toward her mother-in-law – what a beautiful picture of family love!).

C. They arrive in Bethlehem, verses 19-22

II.  RUTH MEETS BOAZ, Chapter 2

A. Ruth goes to the field to glean grain, verses 1-3   (see Leviticus 19:9; 23:22)

B. What happens when she is gleaning, verses 4-17

1. Ruth meets BOAZ, a near kinsman of her father-in-law, verses 4-7

2. Boaz protects Ruth, verses 8-13

3. Boaz ensures that Ruth is provided for, verses 14-17

C.   The result of Ruth’s gleaning, verses 18-23

III.  NAOMI SEEKS A HOME FOR RUTH, Chapter 3

A. Naomi intends to provide the security of marriage for Ruth, verses 1-5
B. Ruth goes to Boaz, verses 6-9   (see Deuteronomy 25:5, 7-10)
C. Boaz is in agreement with Ruth’s request, verses 10-18

IV.  RUTH AND BOAZ MARRY, Chapter 4

A. Boaz goes to speak with Elimlech’s nearer kinsman, verses 1-12

4. Boaz acts in accordance with the law (see Leviticus 25:25; Deuteronomy 25:5).

5. The nearer kinsman does not want the responsibility of Ruth for a wife.

6. Boaz will become Ruth’s husband.

B. Boaz and Ruth marry, verses 13-22

1. They have a son whose his name is OBED.

2. Thus the lineage:  BOAZ - OBED - JESSE - DAVID
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