
THE NAME OF CHRIST

TEXT:  Philippians 2:9-11

INTRODUCTION:

A.  We sing some beautiful songs about the name of Christ:

1.
“Glory to His name, glory to His name, There to my heart was the blood applied, glory to His name.”

2.
“Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Sweetest name I know, Fills my every longing, Keeps me singing as I go.”

3.
“There is a name I love to hear, I love to sing its worth, It sounds like music in mine ear, the sweetest name on earth. Oh how I love Jesus….”

4.
“Take the name of Jesus with you, Child of sorrow and of woe; It will joy and comfort give you, Take it then where’er you go, Precious name, O how sweet!  Hope of earth and joy of heav’n…”
B.  What does the Bible say about the name of Christ?

I.  IT IS AN EXALTED NAME
A.  A good name carries great significance!  ILLUS:  After the WBTS, a business enterprise – the Louisiana Lottery - approached General R. E. Lee and asked him to become president of the company.  They explained they didn’t care that he had no business experience; they wanted to use his name and influence for advertising, offering him a handsome salary of $25,000 a year.  Lee rose from the meeting and said, “Gentlemen, my home at Arlington is gone.  I am a poor man and my people are in need.  My name and influence are all I have left, and they are not for sale at any price.”   Rather than sell to the highest bidder, he used his name and influence teaching principles of right living to young men of the South as president of Washington College, at a salary of $1,000 per year.
B.  What about the name of Christ?  It is a name exalted above all others!  Philippians 2:9-11 (read) 

1.
Man uses (misuses) the name of Christ blasphemously - but every person that abuses the name of Jesus has a knee that will one day bow!

2.
When you speak the name of Christ, do so reverently.

C.  That’s why we wear the scriptural name of Christ:  Romans 16:16

1.
Why would we want to wear a name exalted John the Baptist?  Or Martin Luther?

2.
No, when we do what the Bible says – and the church wear’s Christ name like the Bible teaches – we exalt the true builder of the church, Jesus Christ!

II.  IT IS AN AUTHORITATIVE NAME
A.  Colossians 3:17, And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

1.
The phrase “in the name of…” means by the authority of; in recognition of rank, power, majesty, excellence.

2.
When one acted “in the name of” a king, he acted by the king’s authority, by his command, under his jurisdiction, in his behalf.

3.
When we do all we do “in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,” we are acting by His authority, according to His mandate, at His command.

B.  Illustrations:

1.
Matthew 28:18-20

2.
Acts 2:38

3.  That’s the motive for baptism:  because Christ commanded it!  It’s by His authority!

IV.  IT IS A POWERFUL NAME
A.  John 1:12, But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even 

to them that believe on his name.

B.  So powerful, it can even bring upon the wearer persecution!

1.  1 Peter 4:14-16 (read)

       2.  James 2:7, Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called?

VI.  IT IS A SAVING NAME
A.  There is salvation in the name of Christ, and in no other!

1.
Matthew 1:21, And thou shalt bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus:  for the shall save his people from their sins.

2.
John 20:31, But these are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.

3.
Luke 24:47, And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.


4.  Acts 4:10-12 (read)

B.  Some contend that there is “nothing in a name.”

1.
Acts 8:12, But when they believed Philiip preaching the things concerning the kingdom fo God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.

2.
Did Philip PREACH nothing?  Did the people here BELIEVE nothing?

3.
Is there anything in a name?  SALVATION – you better believe that’s something!

CONCLUSION:

A.  Friend, do you exalt the name of Christ? 


Song, “There’s just something about that name”

B.  Have you repented and been baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins?
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