DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD?

TEXT:  2 Timothy 3:16-17  


INTRODUCTION:

A.  Do you really believe the Bible is the Word of God?

1. Some would say yes, some no.

2. Let me clarify my question as exactly as I can:  Do you have the sincere conviction in heart and mind, accompanied by implicit trust and supreme confidence, that this Book we call the Bible is the inspired, inerrant, infallible, authoritative word of Almighty God, which correctly and concisely reveals the mind and will of Deity in human words which God Himself chose and which man can understand?

3. The Bible either IS or IS NOT the word of God – which do you believe?

B.  Some DO NOT believe the Bible is God’s Word:

1. Atheists, agnostics, adherents of other faiths.

2.  Some even who profess Christianity do not really believe the Bible is God’s Word – 

I’ll cite both PROTESTANT 
and CATHOLIC examples.

TS:  Let’s consider the EVIDENCE for the Bible being God’s Word, the DEMANDS of that belief, and then the COMFORT of that belief:

I.  THE EVIDENCE FOR THE BIBLE BEING THE WORD OF GOD:

A.  DIRECT EVIDENCE FOR THE BIBLE’S INSPIRATION:

1. The claims of the Bible itself:  2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21;   

1 Corinthians 2:9-13

2. The claims of Jesus Christ:  Matthew 4; John 10:35; note all the times in the 

gospels where Jesus quoted Scripture!

3.  The claims of Christ’s apostles:  Galatians 1:11-12; 1 Corinthians 14:37; Ephesians 3:3-

5; 2 Peter 3:16; Romans 3:2; 1 Peter 4:11

4.  The claims of others in the Bible:  see Exodus 20:22; 24:3-4; Joshua 1:1; 1 Samuel 3:4-14; 2 Samuel 23:1-2; Isaiah 51:16; Jeremiah 1:9; Ezekiel 2:2; 3:27; Daniel 9:20-22; Hosea 1:1; Joel 1:1; Amos 1:1-3; Obadiah 1:1; Jonah 1:1; Micah 1:1; Nahum 1:1; Habakkuk 1:1; Zephaniah 1:1; Haggai 1:1; Zechariah 1:1-3; Malachi 1:1;  see also 1 Corinthians 2:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Hebrews 1:1-2; 2:3-4 and 2 Samuel 23:1-2

B.  INDIRECT EVIDENCE FOR THE BIBLE’S INSPIRATION:

1.  Fulfilled prophecy:  1 Peter 1:10-11

2.  Scientific accuracy:  Job 26:7; Isaiah 40:22; Luke 17:26; Acts 17:26; Leviticus 17:10-16; Ecclesiastes 1:72

3.  Moral teaching and influence: no other book has influenced the world like the Bible, producing better husbands, wives, children, neighbors – no one has been made worse by following the Bible, but many have been lifted from misery, despair, and hopelessness – this book can wrest the human soul from the brink of hell and transport it to the bliss of heaven!

4.  Indestructibility:  This powerful Book, inspired and preserved by God, cannot be destroyed by man’s infidelity, criticism, ignorance, or apathy – Matthew 24:35

5.The wonders of the Bible:  

a.  Formation:  written by people of differing cultures and times, yet one theme  

b.  Unification:  library of 66 books, yet one book, one Author.

c. Age:  most ancient of book, yet most fresh and relevant today as when written

d. Interest:  appeals to all classes and ages of man – loved by scholars and children

e. Language:  largely written by uneducated men, but a literary masterpiece!

6.  Existence:  Who wrote it?

a. Not an atheist, for it begins with God.

b. Not a sinner, because it condemns sin, vice, wickedness, and immorality.

c. Not a universalist, for this book teaches many will be lost.

d. Not a denominationalist, for this Book condemns division and sectarianism.

e. Not mere men, for if only uninspired men of their own accord wrote this, why haven’t they written something equal to it, or surpassing it, in the past 2,000 yrs. . 

II.  THE DEMANDS OF THAT BELIEF
A.  If we really believe the Bible is the Word of God, what are the implications?  What does that believe require?  What does that belief demand?

B.  FIRST, it demands I believe what the Bible teaches:


1.  About GOD:  Psalm 19:1; Acts 17:24-25

2. About JESUS CHRIST:  virgin birth, sinless life, miracles, atoning death, bodily 

resurrection, Head of church; Deity – Matt. 16:16; 

3.  About the NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH:  its beginning, organization, doctrine

4.  About BIBLICAL MORALITY:  Titus 3:5; Gal. 5; 1 Cor. 6:9-10

5.  About WORSHIP:  John 4:23-24

6.  About GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION:  Luke 19:10; Hebrews 5:8-9

C.  SECOND, it demands that I obey what the Bible teaches:


1.  Matt. 7:21-23

2. James 

III.  THE COMFORT OF THAT BELIEF
A.  There is comforting in believing and knowing that the Bible is God’s Word:

1. The Bible comforts us in our afflictions and sharpens us in our hopes.

2. The Bible gives us certainties upon which we can build a life of faith:  knowing that our redeemer lives, that we can have eternal life, that all things will work together, that one day we can see Christ face to face and be like Him – all these great and precious promises are given to us on the pages of Scripture!

3. Thus our faith stands not on the wishes or whims of man, but on the assurances of God

B.  There is purpose in believing and knowing the Bible is God’s Word:

1. The Bible reveals God to us and answers life’s most important questions (“Who am I?  Why am I here?  Where am I going?”)/

2. The Bible meets our needs, especially in presenting unto us the Gospel, the power of God unto salvation.

3. The Bible challenges the greatest minds, promotes the best characters, cleanses the dirtiest heart, and feeds the hungriest souls.

4. The Bible has power to save us and keep us saved, for the voice of Scripture is the voice of God!

CONCLUSION:

A. So, do you REALLY believe the Bible is the Word of God?

B.  If so, then you’ll do what it commands!

